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182 CALIFORNIA LAW REVIEW 

This scholarly volume dealing with "the one entangling 
alliance to which the United States has been a party" will be 
welcomed by every student of American history and diplomacy, 
for in it he will find an excellent and impartial treatment of a 
difficult subject. 

The author is "particularly interested," as he tells us in his 
preface, "in emphasizing the idea that France's intervention in the 
American Revolution was motivated primarily by her desire to 
recover her lost preeminence on the Continent of Europe," and in 
pointing out that it was not merely "an episode in the British- 
French struggle for colonial dominion in the Western Hemisphere." 

A second aspect of the subject which is given prominence is 
"the embarrassment which resulted to France from the conflict 
of interest between her new ally, America, and her hereditary ally, 
Spain," a conflict which made it difficult to secure the participation 
of Spain in the first place, caused France to put a very limited 
interpretation upon certain provisions of the treaty and finally 
caused the American commissioners to break their instructions at 
the negotiations of 1782. 

The present work can only add to the author's reputation 
for careful and constructive scholarship in the field of American 
political history. 

E. E. 
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